A retrospective review of farm injuries presenting to an Irish hospital emergency department in 2013.
The agricultural and equestrian businesses are an important source of employment in the Midlands. This is a retrospective study examining the demographics, characteristics, and outcomes of agricultural and equestrian related injuries presenting to the Midland Regional Hospital, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. There were a total of 30,700 attendances to the Emergency Department for 2013. This study is an epidemiological review of agricultural injuries, their mechanisms, and consequences presenting to a rural regional hospital over a 1 year period. Every presentation to the Accident and Emergency Department at the Midlands Regional Hospital in 2013 was assessed retrospectively to determine if an injury had been sustained in an agricultural environment. Patient demographics, month of occurrence, mechanism of injury, radiology results, management, and follow-up data were collected and analysed using Microsoft Excel. There were 144 agricultural-related presentations to the Accident and Emergency Department. 23% of the agricultural injuries were identified as having a radiological abnormality. There were significantly more males involved in agricultural injuries than females (97 vs 3%). 16% of presentations required admission or transfer to tertiary specialist care and 8% required surgical intervention. Farming machinery accidents contributed to more admissions than any other cause in the agricultural category and resulted in more surgical interventions. Our study has identified high-risk mechanisms of injury, which should alert clinicians to the potential for significant injury. In addition, our findings could be used to help policy makers promote safety and awareness through public health policies that target high-risk practices with appropriate training and legislation.